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The Two-Person Dinghy brings mainstream three-
sail small boat sailing for

men and women into the Olympic Games.T W O - P E R S O N

The 470 is the proven equipment of choice.D I N G H Y S A I L I N G

–
Level field tactical racing and high performance from

5 to 35 knots.G L O B A L L Y

P O P U L A R S M A L L Worldwide popularity - developed pathway.

B O A T S A I L I N G Affordable for Emerging Nations.

Widest range of athlete body types
among all current Olympic Classes.
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Breeding Ground - two-person dinghy sailing is a proven

base to master skills and the origin of many sailing stars.

Progression - from youth classes to two-person dinghies

and then on to a vast range of options within and beyond the

Olympics.

Newcomers to Elite - from club racing to international

events, to Worlds and to Olympics - widespread 

participation and racing opportunities across a lifetime.

Participation - perfect incentive to get involved in

sailing, forging teamwork, camaraderie and excitement 

whether at recreational, performance or racing level, with

huge youth appeal.

Media Friendly - exciting + close racing in any wind and 

wave condition, easily understood and relevant to

spectators/fans around the world.

Close Tactical Racing - intense boat on boat racing

around the track.



Flexible Racing Options - adaptable to a wide range of 

different racing environments like close to shore, city racing,

and to practically any race format including mid-leg gates, 

slalom downwind  courses with gybing marks, short or long 

races  etc.

Ease of Access - a large number of nations are involved

and can achieve front of fleet results, as shown in the list of 
past championship winners.

Universal + Mainstream Sailing:

20 WS two-person 'centreboard' classes with 325 000+

boats built around the world

12 single trapeze, symetric

spinnaker classes:

275 000+ boats

6 skiff asymmetric

spinnaker classes:

15 000  boats

34 000  470s 56 000  420s

17 WS one-person classes:

760 000 boats

Optimist, Laser + Sunfish:

680 000 boats



TWO-PERSON DINGHY SAILING
SUSTAINABLE PATHWAY
FOR SAILING

Continuity - Event + Equipment stability and 

continuity is critical. Substantial changes can 

adversely affect many nations’ ability to continue 

their Olympic programmes.

Affordability - a ready to sail campaign-level 470

starts from €13,000. Many teams have run 
successful Olympic campaigns with total equipment 
costs kept well under €45,000. 

Pathway - same Gender two-person dinghy
sailing reflects an accessible and realistic pathway
from Youth to Olympic with well-developed 
affordable solutions in suitable classes across all
continents.

Accessible - 100% common equipment with the 
same training drills, sharing skills and knowledge,
bringing ease of development to nations and
simplifying logistics and campaign planning. Full-
fledged 470 Junior programme with annual World 
and European Championships using the same 
equipment.



TO RETA N

Legacy - the 470 is a proven flag-bearer for two-person dinghy sailing at
the Olympics.

Diversity - 19 nations have won medals in 470 Worlds, Europeans and the

Olympics over the past 3 seasons, 2015-2017. 6 different nations won the 6

Olympic medals in Rio 2016 and 13 nations from 5 continents have won medals

since the 2004 Olympic Games.
Y E S

T O R E T A I N
470 AS THE 

T W O - P E R S O N
D I N G H Y

Popularity - the 470 has the largest nations spread across all 6 continents,

among all the WS dinghy classes except for the one-person Optimist and
Laser.

Highly developed pathway - particularly via the popular and proven 420

and Cadet classes with 90,000 boats.

Widest athlete body range - an accessible Olympic event, the premier non-

sailboard solution for lightweight athletes’ Olympic participation since 1976.



TWO-PERSON DINGHY SAILING | ADVANTAGES
OF EVENT & EQUIPMENT CONTINUITY

Extract from Olympic Commission Report: “… build more consistency and continuity to our Olympic

decisions, giving MNAs better return on their Olympic investment, and providing sailors a clear 

pathway for sailors from junior to youth to Olympic. For young athletes, and the MNAs that

support them, there must be predictability of Events, so that they can be sure their Olympic pathway

will not close in front of them. Certainty is required that the Event to which they aspire will remain in

the Olympic Sailing Competition.”

Level Field - the 470 is a well-controlled one-design class, with excellent class rules and
building specification, delivering a level playing field, with competitive equipment readily 
available from many independent builders around the world.

Proven - the 470 has been refined and upgraded through the years to become a modern, mature, 
long-lasting and proven racing machine.

Emerging Nations - the 470 is the ideal solution for two-person high level sailing in small
and emerging nations, especially in Asia and Africa.

Affordable - the average ready-to-race 470 price is 25% to 30% lower than the price of the other

two-person Olympic classes, and about 2½ times the price of the current IUniversal’ one-person

dinghy men and women class.



sailorsboat

• an exhilarating and fully controllable, high-

performing racing machine even in the

strongest winds and heavy seas 

• a highly maneuverable tactical racing boat

in light and medium conditions

• a fully adjustable racer, the only Olympic 

Class boat tunable to suit different sailing

styles and crew weights

• the only Olympic event with the same

equipment for men and women

• are fully accomplished in all aspects of

sailing: tuning, tactics, strategy, technique, 

boat handling, agility and teamwork

• master symmetric spinnaker downwind 

sailing techniques and strategies

• are fully skilled to excel in other Olympic 

classes and sailing beyond the Olympics: 5 

out of 10 49er and 3 out of 5 FX World 

Champions and more than 50% of the Rio

2016 Nacra17 teams have a 470 pedigree



THE 470 IS A...
• Unique Boat in the Olympics - sailing style and the necessary technical and tactical skills are 

quite different between the 470 dinghy and the 49er skiff. 2-person dinghy and skiff racing are
not the same thing. 

• Durable Boat - the women’s silver medal boat in Rio 2016 was a 3½ year-old boat that had
sailed in most major events around the world during the 2013-2016 campaign.

• Boat for every Nation - teams from 19 nations have won medals in the Class’ major events
between 2015 and 2017. The International 470 Class Association is constantly running development 
programmes for emerging nations and young sailors, supporting  their participation at events and 
assisting them with pre-Championship clinics and expert coaching during Championships – reaching 
out to support sailors and coaches from 41 countries since 2006. 

• Boat for all Racing Conditions - the 470 is arguably the only all-weather two-person boat in 
the Olympic programme.

• Safe boat - having an outstanding safety record, the 470 can be sailed without the need 
for constant coach boat support.




